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57 ABSTRACT

A feed forward equalizer includes a plurality of delay
circuits connected to each other in series and configured to
delay input signals. A plurality of filters respectively corre-
spond to outputs of the plurality of delay circuits, except for
a reference output which is an output of a first delay circuit
among the plurality of delay circuits, and the input signals.
A calculator configured to sum the reference output and
outputs of the plurality of filters. Each of the plurality of
filters is configured to receive an output of a delay circuit
corresponding thereto, among the plurality of filters, and the
reference output.
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FEED FORWARD EQUALIZER AND
SYSTEM INCLUDING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

A claim of priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 is made to
Korean Patent Application Nos. 10-2022-0057392 filed on
May 10, 2022, and 10-2022-0108990 filed on Aug. 30, 2022,
in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosures of
which are incorporated by reference herein in their entire-
ties.

BACKGROUND

The disclosure relates to a feed forward equalizer and,
more particularly, to a feed forward equalizer which
achieves equalization using a summing computation of data
signals to be transmitted and to a system including the feed
forward equalizer.

Interface technologies are required to facilitate transmis-
sion and reception of vast amounts of data signals between
devices. The devices may be connected via channels trans-
mitting the data signals. However, due to various factors,
such as surface effect and dielectric loss, the data signals
transmitted via the channels may include noise, such as
inter-symbol interference (ISI), and the quality of the data
signals transmitted at a fast speed may be degraded.

Thus, to improve the quality of the data signals transmit-
ted and received, the devices may include a feed forward
equalizer, which drives the data signals to be transmitted
considering various factors. However, due to an additional
area and parasitic capacitance, which are caused by resis-
tance for linearity and impedance matching, there have been
issues in that a large amount of high power is consumed and
a smooth equalization operation is difficult due to uninten-
tional power leakage.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the disclosure, there is provided
a feed forward equalizer including a plurality of delay
circuits connected to each other in series and configured to
delay input signals; a plurality of filters respectively corre-
sponding to outputs of the plurality of delay circuits except
for a reference output, which is an output of a first delay
circuit among the plurality of delay circuits, and the input
signals; and a calculator configured to sum the reference
output and outputs of the plurality of filters. Each of the
plurality of filters is configured to receive an output of a
delay circuit corresponding thereto, among the plurality of
filters, and the reference output.

According to another aspect of the disclosure, there is
provided a feed forward equalizer including a delay circuit
configured to receive input data, a decoding circuit config-
ured to receive output data of the delay circuit, and a
calculator configured to sum outputs of the decoding circuit.
The delay circuit includes a plurality of latch circuits con-
figured to output a plurality of tap signals by sequentially
delaying the input data. The decoding circuit includes a
plurality of decoders configured to perform a decoding
operation corresponding to each of the plurality of tap
signals except for a reference tap signal, which is a tap signal
of a first latch circuit. Each of the plurality of decoders is
configured to perform the decoding operation by receiving
the reference tap signal and a tap signal corresponding
thereto among the plurality of decoders.
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2

According to another aspect of the disclosure, there is
provided a feed forward equalizer including a first delay
circuit and a second delay circuit configured to receive a first
input signal and a second input signal and to delay the first
input signal and the second input signal by using a plurality
of latch circuits, respectively. A first decoding circuit and a
second decoding circuit are configured to generate a plural-
ity of decoding signals by decoding output signals of the first
delay circuit and the second delay circuit, respectively. A
first multiplexer is configured to receive the plurality of
decoding signals of the first and second decoding circuits. A
second multiplexer is configured to receive a first reference
output, which is an output of a first latch circuit of the first
delay circuit, and a second reference output, which is an
output of a second latch circuit of the second delay circuit.
A summing driver is configured to receive and sum outputs
of the first and second multiplexers. The decoding circuit
includes a plurality of decoders respectively corresponding
to the outputs of the plurality of latch circuits, except for the
first and second reference outputs, for performing a decod-
ing operation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments will be more clearly understood from the
following detailed description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a transmission/
reception system according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram of a feed forward
equalizer of a comparative example;

FIG. 3 is a schematic circuit diagram of a circuit of a feed
forward equalizer, according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are circuit diagrams illustrating a
method of arranging filters of an equalizer, according to
embodiments;

FIG. 4C is a diagram schematically describing an oper-
ating process of a filter of an equalizer, according to an
embodiment;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are circuit diagrams illustrating a
method of arranging filters of a feed forward equalizer,
according to embodiments;

FIG. 5C is a schematic diagram of an operation process of
a filter of a feed forward equalizer, according to another
embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a structure of a feed forward
equalizer, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a diagram of a structure of a filter of an equalizer,
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a diagram of a structure of a calculator of an
equalizer, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of an operation process of an
equalizer, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a structure of a feed forward
equalizer, according to another embodiment; and

FIG. 11 is a diagram of a structure of a filter of an
equalizer, according to another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the disclosure will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a transmission/
reception system 10 according to an embodiment.
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The transmission/reception system 10 may include a first
device 20 and a second device 30. The first device 20 and the
second device 30 may each be referred to as an electronic
device, examples of which include a desktop computer, a
laptop computer, a tablet computer, a smartphone, a wear-
able device, a video game machine, a home appliance, and
a medical device. The first and second devices 20 and 30
may be the same type of electronic device or different types
of electronic devices.

However, the disclosure is not limited thereto and, in
some embodiments, the transmission/reception system 10
may be implemented as a single electronic device. For
example, each of the first device 20 and the second device
30 may each include a component or intellectual property
(IP) included in a single electronic device, examples of
which include a circuit, a module, a chip, and/or a package-
level entity. In this case, the first and second devices 20 and
30 may be the same type of component or IP or different
types of components or IP. In some embodiments, the first
device 20 and the second device 30 may be implemented as
part of a single circuit, a single module, a single chip, and/or
a single package-level entity. It will be clearly understood
that the terms, such as system and device, are presented to
enable better understanding and that the disclosure is not
limited thereto.

The first device 20 and the second device 30 may com-
municate with each other to exchange data signals via a first
channel CH_1 and a second channel CH_2. Each of the first
channel CH_1 and the second channel CH_2 may include a
conductive material to transmit data signals. As an example,
each of the first channel CH_1 and the second channel CH_2
may be implemented as a trace pattern on a printed circuit
board (PCB), a conductive wire of a cable, a metal pin/pad
of a connector, etc.

The first device 20 may include a transmission pad 11, a
reception pad 13, an equalizer 22, a receiver 24, and a
serializer/de-serializer (SERDES) 21. In addition, the equal-
izer 22 may include a filter 23 to perform an equalization
operation on a data signal. The second device 30 may
include a reception pad 12, a transmission pad 14, a receiver
34, an equalizer 32, and a SERDES 31. Similarly, the
equalizer 32 may include a filter 33 to perform an equal-
ization operation on a data signal. Although FIG. 1 discloses
minimum configurations of the first device 20 and the
second device 30 to explain the technical idea of the
disclosure, the embodiment is not limited thereto and the
first device 20 and the second device 30 may further include
functional circuits (for example, controllers, processors,
memories, image sensors, displays, or the like), clock and
data recovery (CDR) circuits, receivers, etc.

Each of the first device 20 and the second device 30 may
be implemented as separate components, IPs, or electronic
devices. In some configurations, the first device 20 may be
an external device with respect to the second device 30 and
the second device 30 may be mutually recognized as an
external device with respect to the first device 20.

Hereinafter, transmission of a data signal from the first
device 20 to the second device 30 is described. The SERDES
21 may serialize the data signal generated according to
operations of functional circuits (not illustrated) in the first
device 20. The equalizer 22 may be coupled to the trans-
mission pad 11. The SERDES 21 provides the serialized data
signal to the equalizer 22, and the equalizer 22 may perform
an equalization operation according to embodiments on the
received serialized data signal using the filter 23. Next, the
equalizer 22 may transmit the equalized data signal to the
second device 30 via the transmission pad 11 and the first
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channel CH_1. The receiver 34 of the second device 30 may
receive the equalized data signal via the reception pad 12
and transmit the received equalized data signal to the
SERDES 31. The SERDES 31 may parallelize the equalized
data signal and provide the parallelized data signal to
functional circuits (not illustrated) in the second device 30.

Hereinafter, transmission of a data signal from the second
device 30 to the first device 20 is described.

The SERDES 31 may serialize a data signal generated
according to operations of functional circuits (not illus-
trated) in the second device 30. The equalizer 32 may be
coupled to the transmission pad 14. The SERDES 31 may
provide the serialized data signal to the equalizer 32, and the
equalizer 32 may perform an equalization operation accord-
ing to embodiments on the received serialized data signal
using the filter 33. Next, the equalizer 32 may transmit the
equalized data signal to the first device 20 via the transmis-
sion pad 14 and the second channel CH_2. The receiver 24
of the first device 20 may receive the equalized data signal
via the reception pad 13 and transmit the received equalized
data signal to the SERDES 21. The SERDES 21 may
parallelize the equalized data signal and provide the paral-
lelized equalized data signal to functional circuits (not
illustrated) in the first device 20.

Due to various factors, such as surface effects and dielec-
tric loss of the first channel CH_1 and the second channel
CH_2 in communication between the first device 20 and the
second device 30, each of the first channel CH_1 and the
second channel CH_2 may exhibit low-pass frequency
response characteristics. Accordingly, bandwidths of the
first channel CH_1 and the second channel CH_2 may be
limited in a high-speed operation and may be less than
bandwidths of data signals. This fact may weaken high
frequency components of data signals transmitted via the
first channel CH_1 and the second channel CH_2 and may
cause inter-symbol interference (ISI) in the time domain. To
improve the ISI, the equalizers 22 and 32 may perform an
equalization operation according to embodiments on the
data signals to be transmitted by using the filters 23 and 33
of each of the equalizers 22 and 32.

The equalizers 22 and 32 according to embodiments may
be implemented as a feed forward equalizer. The equalizers
22 and 32 may include at least one of the filters 23 and 33,
respectively. The equalizers 22 and 32 may receive data to
be transmitted and may perform a compensation operation to
improve issues caused by ISI based on the operations of the
filters 23 and 33, respectively.

Hereinafter, the equalizer 22 of the first device 20 is
mainly described and the same descriptions may also be
applied to the second device 30. As an embodiment, the
equalizer 22 may receive data to be transmitted and may
perform an equalization operation only by using a summing
operation without a subtraction operation by using the filter
23. Details of this are described below. The equalizer 22 may
include a delay circuit, and the delay circuit may include a
plurality of latch circuits to delay the received data signal.
The latch circuit may be defined as a circuit including at
least one latch. For example, the equalizer 22 may be
implemented in a k-stage (k is an integer of 2 or more) latch
structure. For example, the equalizer 22 may include an
input latch circuit configured to determine the value of data
included in the received data signal and latch the value of
data, an intermediate latch circuit configured to receive an
output including the value of the data latched from the input
latch circuit, and an output latch circuit configured to
produce the output synchronously with a certain clock
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signal. However, this configuration is only an example
embodiment and the equalizer 22 may be implemented in
various latch structures.

As described above, because the data may be affected or
distorted by noise due to ISI or the like, the second device
30 receiving the data may not accurately determine the value
of the data. To improve on this phenomenon, the equalizer
22 may drive the data signal to be transmitted based on the
filter 23, and thus, the second device 30 may receive the data
more accurately. In an embodiment, the equalizer 22 may
perform a driving operation considering ISI by adjusting
driving strengths of currents and/or voltages, by using a
driver circuit, on the data to be transmitted via the filter 23.
Details of this are described later.

The equalizers 22 and 32 according to an embodiment
may, as to be described below in detail, through a driver
based on a pull up circuit and a pull down circuit, reduce an
additional area and the parasitic capacitance (for example, in
a source-series termination (SST) driver) due to resistance
for linearity and impedance matching. Accordingly, the
equalizer 22 according to embodiments may occupy a small
area and increase power efficiency.

In addition, because the equalizers 22 and 32 perform a
driving operation using only an adder, the effects of noise
generated by a subtraction operation (for example, power
supply noise), leakage current, mismatch between transis-
tors, PVT variation, or the like may be reduced, and in this
manner, the output voltage may be smoothly adjusted to a
desired value. Accordingly, the equalizers 22 and 32 accord-
ing to an embodiment may have an effect of performing a
smooth and improved equalization operation.

FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram of a feed forward
equalizer 100 of a comparative example.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the feed forward equalizer 100
of the comparative example may include a plurality of delay
circuits 50, . .., 53,54, . .., and 57, and a calculator 60.
The plurality of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53,54, . . ., and 57
may be connected to each other in series, and may delay
data. In other words, to equalize data to be transmitted, the
plurality of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53, 54, . . ., and 57 may
receive input data x[n].

The feed forward equalizer 100 of the comparative
example may be expressed as a finite impulse response
(FIR) filter having a tap coefficient W (W=[W,, W, . . .,
Wy, . .., and W,, ;19). A first coefficient signal having
information about the tap coefficient W may be received
from the outside. The first coeflicient signal may be set
considering various factors, such as a skin effect, a dielectric
loss, etc. The feed forward equalizer 100 of the comparative
example having a value of an appropriate tap coefficient W
may operate as a high pass filter to compensate for a channel
loss, to convert a data signal x[n] received from the outside
into a 2-level pulse amplitude modulation (PAM2) signal.
The feed forward equalizer 100 of the comparative example
may perform a driving operation according to a weight
based on the tap coeflicient W by using the calculator 60.

The data signal x[n] may be delayed by the plurality of
delay circuits 50, . . ., 53,54, . . ., and 57. In this case, the
data signal x[n] is a sequence of transmitted data signals and
may have the signal level value of 1 (bit “1°) or -1 (bit 0°).
Each of the plurality of delay circuits 50, . . . , 53,
54, ..., and 57 may output a delayed signal x[n-k] (k is an
integer of 0 or more). In this case, k may mean a delayed
time until the data signal x[n] arrives at the transmission pad
11 via the feed forward equalizer 100. For example, the data
signal x[n] may be delayed by using the delay circuit 50
closest to the data signal receiving end and may output the
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6
data signal x[n-1]. In a similar manner, each of the plurality
of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53, 54, . . . , and 57 may output

a delayed signal x[n-k].

The feed forward equalizer 100 of the comparative
example may take an output of a first delay circuit 53 as a
reference output x[n-N]| among the plurality of delay cir-
cuits 50, . ..,53,54, ..., and 57, as to be described below.
The delay circuits 50, . . ., and 53, which are toward the
receiving end of the data signal x[n], with the reference
output x[n-N] of the first delay circuit 53 as a reference, may
be referred to as pre-cursor taps. In addition, the delayed
circuits 54, . . ., and 57, which are opposite to the receiving
end of the data signal x[n], with the reference output x[n-N]
of the first delay circuit 53 as a reference, may be referred
to as post-cursor taps. The first delay circuit 53 may be
referred to as a main-cursor tap. As described above, each of
the outputs of the plurality of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53,

54, . . ., and 57 may have a tap coeflicient W (W=[W,,
W, ..., Wy, ...,and W,, ;17 corresponding thereto. For
example, a coeflicient corresponding to the reference output

x[n-N] of the first delay circuit 53, which is the main-cursor
tap, may correspond to W,, among the coefficients included
in the first coefficient signal. Similarly, the coefficient cor-
responding to an output x[n-M+1] of the third delay circuit
57 among the delay circuits of the post-cursor tap may
include W,, , among the coeflicients included in the first
coeflicient signal.

The calculator 60 may perform a calculation on the
outputs of the plurality of delay circuits 50, . . . , 53,
54, ..., and 57 based on the first coeflicient signal including
information about the tap coefficient W. The calculator 60
may, by using a driver (for example, the SST), drive a first
output signal v[n] based on the coefficients (that is, W,
Wi,y Wy, ... ,and W,, ) included in the first coeflicient
signal corresponding to the outputs of the plurality of delay
circuits 50, . . ., 53,54, . .., and 57 and based on the outputs
of the plurality of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53,54, ..., and
57. In this process, because signals of the outputs of the
plurality of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53, 54, . . ., and 57 may
be different from signals of coefficients included in the first
coeflicient signal corresponding thereto, the calculator 60
may include both a subtractor and an adder. By using these
calculation processes, the calculator 60 may output the first
output signal v[n], which is a data signal, that is, the
equalized data signal to be transmitted, and may transmit the
output first output signal v[n] via a channel 260.

FIG. 3 is a schematic circuit diagram of a feed forward
equalizer 200, according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the feed forward equalizer 200

may include the plurality of delay circuits 50, . . . , 53,
54, . . ., and 57, a plurality of filters 210, . . . , 212,
214, . . ., and 217, and a summing calculator 250. Each of

the plurality of filters 210, . .., 212, 214, . . . , and 217 may,
as described below, be configured as a difference filter or an
average filter. As described above, the feed forward equal-
izer 100 in FIG. 2 may have the tap coefficient W (W=[W,,
W, ...,Wy...,and W, |19). The feed forward equalizer
200 according to an embodiment may include the plurality
of filters 210, .. ., 212, 214, . . ., and 217, and accordingly,
as described below in detail, may have a new tap coeflicient
‘a’ (a=[ay, a,, . . . , and a,, | ]7). In other words, each of the
reference output x[n-N]| and the plurality of filters
210, . .., 212, 214, . . . , and 217 may have the new tap
coeflicient ‘a’ corresponding thereto. Likewise, a second
coeflicient signal (for example, Signal_a of FIG. 8) having
information about the new tap coeflicient ‘a’ may be
received from the outside.



US 12,119,963 B2

7

Each of the plurality of filters 210, . . ., 212, 214, . . .,
and 217 may receive a respective output of the plurality of
delay circuits 50, . .., 54, . . ., and 57 except for the first
delay circuit 53. In addition, the plurality of filters
210, ..., 212, 214, . . ., and 217 may commonly receive
the reference output x[n—N] of the first delay circuit 53. The
plurality of filters 210, . . ., 212, 214, . . ., and 217 may, as
described below in detail, output a new data signal b
(b=[b[n], b[n—1] ... b[n-N], b[n-N-1] . .. b[n-M+1]]7) by
performing respective filtering operations.

For example, a coefficient corresponding to the reference
output x[n—N] of the first delay circuit 53, which is the
main-cursor tap, may correspond to a, among the coeffi-
cients included in the second coefficient signal. For example,
a third filter 217 may perform a filtering operation by
receiving an output x[n—-M+1] of a third delay circuit 57,
among the delay circuits of the post-cursor tap, and the
reference output x[n—N], and the third filter 217 may output
a new data signal b[n—M+1]. The coefficient corresponding
to the new data signal b[n—M+1] may be a,, ; among the
coefficients included in the second coefficient signal. Simi-
larly, a second filter 214 may receive an output x[n—N—1] of
a second delay circuit 54, among the delay circuits of the
post-cursor tap, and the reference output x[n—N] and output
a new data signal b[n—N—1]. The coefficient corresponding
to the new data signal b[n—N—1] may be a,,, among the
coefficients included in the second coefficient signal.

In some embodiments, the summing calculator 250 may
receive the reference output x[n—N] and b[n], b[n—1], . . .,
b[n—M+1], which are outputs of the plurality of filters
210, . ..,212, 214, . . ., and 217. The summing calculator
250 may drive the first output signal v[n] based on the
coefficients included in the second coefficient signal corre-
sponding to b[n], b[n—1], . . ., b[n—M+1], which are outputs
of the plurality of filters 210, . . ., 212, 214, . . ., and 217,
and based on each of the outputs b[n], b[n—-1], . . . ,
b[n—M+1] by using a driver based on a pull up circuit and
a pull down circuit. In this process, the summing calculator
250 according to embodiments may perform a summing
calculation by using only an adder without a subtractor, as
described below. Thereafter, the summing calculator 250
may output the first output signal v[n], which is an equalized
data signal and may transmit the output first output signal
v[n] via the channel 260.

Each of the plurality of filters 210, . . ., 212, 214, . . .,
and 217 may include a difference filter or an average filter.
The difference filter may output a value obtained by dividing
the difference between two inputs by 2, and the average filter
may output a value obtained by dividing the sum of the two
inputs by 2. Because each of the plurality of filters
210, ..., 212, 214, . . ., and 217 receives the reference
output Xx[n—N] and the outputs of the plurality of delay
circuits 50, . . ., 53, 54, . . ., and 57 corresponding thereto,
and outputs the new data signal b, a new data signal b[n—k]
may be expressed as Formmula 1 below.

[Formula 1]

. wik]
bln—-k]=0.5x% (x[n—mam] + Wikl x[n— k]]

In other words, when the sign of w[k] is negative, a value
obtained by dividing a difference between two inputs by 2 is
to be output and a difference filter may be arranged as a filter
corresponding to x[n—k], which is an output of a certain
delay circuit. When a sign of w[k] is positive, a value
obtained by dividing the sum of two inputs by 2 is to be
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output and an average filter may be arranged as a filter
corresponding to x[n—k], which is an output of a certain
delay circuit. Because the first output signal v[n], which is
an equalized data signal, is weighted and output based on the
coefficient ‘a’ corresponding to each of the outputs of the
plurality of filters 210, . . ., 212, 214, . . ., and 217, a fact
that the subtractor is not required in the driving process is to
be shown by verifying mathematically that signs of the
coefficient ‘a’ (that is, ag, a;, . . . , and a,,_,) are all the same
at the same time point.

As described above, the coefficient w of the feed forward
equalizer 100 of the comparative example may be W=[W,,
W,..., W, ...,and W,, ,]” and the output x of the
plurality of delay circuits 50, . .., 53, 54, . . ., and 57 may
be represented as x =[x[n] x[n—1] . . . x[n—M+1]]T. The new
data signal b, which is the outputs of the plurality of filters
210, . ...212,214, . .., and 217 obtained by arranging the
plurality of filters 210, . . ., 212, 214, . . ., and 217 may be
expressed as b =[b[n] b[n—1] . . . b[n—N] b[n—N-1] . . .
b[n—M+1]]7 and the new coefficient ‘a’ of the feed forward
equalizer 200 according to an embodiment corresponding to
the new data signal b may be expressed as a =[ag, a;, . . . ,
and a,, ,]”. Equalized data v, which is the final output, may
be expressed as v=[v[0] v[1] . . . v[M—1]]". For example,
when any one matrix, which converts the output x of the
plurality of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53, 54, . . ., and 57 to the
new data signal b, is designated as A(NXN matrix), the
matrix A may be expressed as Formula 2.

0.5 0 0 05 0 0 .. 0 [Formula 2]
0 ..05 0 05 0 0 0
0 0 -0505 0 0 0
4= 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
0 0 0 05 -05 0 0
0 0 0 05 0 -05.. 0
0 0 0 05 0 0 ..O0S5

When the matrix A is divided by a matrix, in which
column components have diagonal components and values,
the result may be expressed as Formula 3 below.

1..0000 0 ..0 [Formula 3]
0..1 000 0 .0
0..0-100 0 .0
4=05«[0 .0 0 1 0 0 ..o0|+
0..000-10 ..0
0..0 000 -1 ..0
0..0 000 0 1
0..00100 ..0
0..00100 ..0
0..00100 ..0
05«]0 .. 00100 ..0
0..00100 ..0
0..00100 ..0
0..00100 ..0

In other words, a matrix on the left side may represent
signs of the coefficient w of the feed forward equalizer 100
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of the comparative example, and a matrix on the right side
may represent a matrix, in which all components of the N*
column has a value of 1 and the others thereof have a value
of 0. In other words, the matrices may be expressed as
follows. When a matrix indicating signs of the coefficient w
(that is, Wo, Wy, ..., Wy, ..., and W,, ) is represented
as W_,.,, and a matrix in which all components of the N*
column have a value of 1 and the others thereof have a value
of 0 is represented as C, the matrix A may expressed as
Formula 4.

A=0.5(Wsign+C)

The output v of the feed forward equalizer 100 of the
comparative example may be represented as w'x, and the
output v of the feed forward equalizer 200 according to an
embodiment may be expressed as a’b=a’(Ax)=a’Ax, and
accordingly when w=A"a, the two outputs may be verified
as identical. When is W, is a matrix with absolute values of
elements of the matrix w, the matrix w may be expressed as
w=W__ *W and the matrix w may be expressed as

sign abs?

Formula 5 below.

[Formula 4]

w=W__ *w

sign Wal

When W, ,, is multiplied to both sides, the result below
may be obtained.

bs=ATa=0.55(W . +C a [Formula 5]

[Formula 6]
0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 05 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 050 0 0 0
Waps = 0.5%(1+CT)a =05 05 051 05 05 0.5 |a
0 0 0 005 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 05 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 ..05

In other words, an expression with respect to the coeffi-
cient a may be provided as Formulas 7 and 8 below.

iy = 2wl [Formula 7]

M-1 [Formula 8]
A=y =Wy — Z [wil
i=0

#N

Accordingly, when a magnitude ratio of the coefficient
W, (that is, the coefficient W corresponding to the output
x[n—N] of the first delay circuit 53) is greater than about 0.5,
all of the signs of the coefficient a (that is, ay, a;, . . ., and
a,, ,) are positive, and accordingly the outputs of the new
data signal b, that is, the outputs of the plurality of filters
210,...,212,214,. .., and 217, may all have the same sign,
and thus, the summing calculator 250 may perform the
driving by using only the summing operation without a
subtraction operation.

Accordingly, the feed forward equalizer 200 may reduce
an area occupied thereby by using a driver including a pull
up circuit and a pull down circuit and may increase power
efficiency. In addition, because the equalization operation is
performed by using only the summing operation as
described above, that is, as to be described later, only one of
the P-channel metal-oxide-semiconductor (pMOS) transis-
tors and the N-channel metal-oxide-semiconductor (nMOS)
transistor is in an on (ON) state to drive, effects of power
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supply noise and accordingly a mismatch between transis-
tors and pressure-voltage-temperature (PVT) variation,
which are caused by simultaneously turning on the pMOS
transistor and the nMOS transistor, may be reduced. In
addition, because a current leakage may be reduced, a power
leakage may also be greatly reduced. Because unnecessary
power consumption in a high-speed input/output (I/O)
operation is reducible and parasitic capacitance is elim-
inable, a high eye diagram may be obtained.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are circuit diagrams illustrating a
method of arranging filters of an equalizer, according to
embodiments.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 4A, as described above, each of
the outputs of the plurality of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53,
54, . .., and 57 of the feed forward equalizer 200 of the
comparative example may have the tap coefficient w (w=
[Wg» Wy, - - - Wy . . ., and w,,_|]17) corresponding thereto.
In addition, as described above with reference to Formula 1,
that is, when a sign of w[k] is negative, a difference filter
may be arranged for the output of the corresponding delay
circuit. In other words, as illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B,
when the w coefficient corresponding to x[n—N+1], which is
the output of the pre-cursor tab closest to the first delay
circuit 53, is negative, a first difference filter 212 may be
arranged. Accordingly, the first difference filter 212 may be
arranged to receive an output x[n—N+1] and a reference
output x[n—N] and may output b[n—N+1]. In addition, as
described above with reference to Formulas 7 and 8, the feed
forward equalizer 200 may receive the second coefficient
signal including information about the coefficient ‘a’ based
on the coefficient w. For example, the coefficient ‘a’ corre-
sponding to a new output b[n—N+1] may be a,._,;.

FIG. 4C is a diagram schematically describing an oper-
ating process of a filter of an equalizer, according to an
embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4A through 4C, when the sign
of the coefficient w corresponding to each of the plurality of
filters 210, . . ., 212, 214, . . . , and 217 is negative, a
difference filter 300 may be arranged in each of the plurality
of filters 210, . . ., 212, 214, . . ., and 217. The difference
filter 300 may receive the output x[n—k] and the reference
output x[n—N] of the corresponding delay circuit and may
output OUT. Referring to Table 1, the output x[n] may have,
in a sequence of data signals, the signal level thereof as a
value of 1 (bit ‘17) or —1 (bit ‘0’). When the two input signals
x[n—k] and x[n—N] are different from each other, the differ-
ence filter 300 may generate outputs for operating corre-
sponding drivers, and when the two input signals x[n—k] and
x[n—N] are the same, may generate outputs not for operating
the corresponding drivers. When the two input signals
x[n—k] and x[n—N] are different from each other, the sign of
the output OUT may be output to be the same as the sign of
the reference output x[n—N]. For example, a signal level 1 of
the output OUT may include a signal for operating a driver
including the pMOS transistor of the summing calculator
250. On the other hand, a signal level —1 of the output OUT
may include a signal for operating a driver including the
nMOS transistor of the summing calculator 250. When the
two input signals x[n—k] and x[n—N] are the same as each
other, a signal may be output which prevents both a driver
including a pMOS transistor and a driver including an
nMOS transistor from operating. In other words, the differ-
ence filter 300 may output one or more signals for deter-
mining whether a plurality of drivers of the summing
calculator 250 are operated as described below in detail.
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FIGS. 5A and 5B are circuit diagrams illustrating a
method of arranging filters of the feed forward equalizer
200, according to embodiments.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5A, each of the outputs of the
plurality of delay circuits 50, . . ., 53,54, . . ., and 57 of
the feed forward equalizer 200 may have the tap coefficient
corresponding thereto w=[w,, w,, .. .,andw,, | 1¥
and as described above with reference to Formula 1. That is,
when the sign of w[k] is positive, an average filter may be
arranged for an output of a delay circuit corresponding to the
coeflicient. In other words, as illustrated in FIGS. 5A and
5B, when the w coefficient corresponding to x[n-N+1],
which is the output of the post-cursor tab farthest to the first
delay circuit 53, is positive, a first average filter 217 may be
arranged. The first average filter 217 may be arranged to
receive x[n-M+1] and the reference output x[n-N], and may
output b[n-M+1]. As described above, the coefficient a
corresponding to the new output b[n-M+1] may be a,, .

FIG. 5C is a schematic diagram of an operation process of
a filter of an equalizer, according to another embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 5A through 5C, when the sign
of the coefficient w corresponding to each of the plurality of
filters 210, . .., 212,214, . .., and 217 is positive, an average
filter 400 may be arranged in each of the plurality of filters
210, ...,212,214, ..., and 217. The average filter 400 may
receive the output x[n-k] and the reference output x[n-N] of
the corresponding delay circuit, and may provide an output
OUT. Referring to Table 2, when the two input signals
x[n-k] and x[n-N] are the same, the average filter 400 may
generate outputs to operate corresponding drivers and when
the two input signals x[n-k] and x[n-N] are different from
each other, the average filter 400 may generate outputs not
to operate corresponding drivers. When the two input signals
x[n-k] and x[n-N] are the same, the sign of the output OUT
may be output to be the same as the sign of the reference
output x[n-N]. In other words, the average filter 400 may
output one or more signals for determining whether a
plurality of drivers of the summing calculator 250 are
operated as described below in detail.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a structure of a feed forward
equalizer 500, according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 6, the feed forward equalizer 500
may include a delay circuit 510 including first through
fourth latch circuits 511, 512, 513, and 514, a decoding
block 520, and a summing driver 530. In some embodi-
ments, the delay circuit 510 may include the first through
fourth latch circuits 511, 512, 513, and 514 to receive and
delay a data signal Data. The first latch circuit 511 may delay
the data signal Data to output a first data signal D, and the
second latch circuit 512 may delay the data signal Data to
output a second data signal D,. In the similar manner, the
third latch circuit 513 may output a third data signal D, and
the fourth latch circuit 514 may output a fourth data signal
D;. The delay circuit 510 may transmission the first through
fourth data signals D, D, D,, and D5, which are delayed as
described above, to the decoding block 520.

The decoding block 520 may include a plurality of filters.
In the drawing, because four latch circuits, or the first to
fourth latch circuits 511, 512, 513, and 514, are included, the
number of filters may be three. However, the embodiment is
not limited thereto. In other words, the delay circuit 510 may
have various numbers of the plurality of filters, and accord-
ingly, aspects of the number of filters may vary.

For example, when the second latch circuit 512 is
assumed as a main tap, the second data signal D, may be
defined as a reference output. Each of the plurality of filters
may, as described above, receive a plurality of pieces of data,
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or Dy, D,, and D, corresponding to each of the plurality of
filters. As to be described below in detail, a plurality of filters
included in the decoding block 520 may receive the second
data signal D, and the data signal corresponding to each of
a plurality of filters and may perform a filtering (or decod-
ing) operation. Each of a plurality of filters may output two
signals to determine whether a plurality of drivers of the
summing driver 530 are operating. In addition, when the
output voltage is close to a supply voltage or a ground
voltage, the decoding block 520 may include a boost cursor
to prevent a non-linear phenomenon as described below. The
boost cursor may also output two signals to determine
whether a boost driver is operating. As a result, a signal
output from the plurality of filters and a signal output from
the boost cursor, that is, an 8-bit signal, may be transmitted
to the summing driver 530. On the other hand, the second
data signal D,, which is the reference output, may be
transmitted to the summing driver 530 without passing
through a filter.

The summing driver 530 may include a pull up circuit and
a pull down circuit including a plurality of drivers, as
described below. The summing driver 530 may determine
whether a plurality of drivers of the pull up circuit and the
pull down circuit are operating, based on the 8-bit signal and
the second data signal D, received from the decoding block
520. In addition, the summing driver 530 may receive, from
outside as described above, the second coefficient signal
including information about the coefficient ‘a’ correspond-
ing to the second data signal D,, which is the reference
output, and the outputs of the plurality of filters. As
described above, the summing driver 530 may operate a
plurality of drivers based on a plurality of signals received
from the decoding block 520 and may adjust the intensity
level of the driving based on the second coefficient signal. As
a result, based on a plurality of outputs of the plurality of
filters, the summing driver 530 may perform a summing
operation of driving a second output signal D_OUT1 to be
transmitted by using the summing operation.

FIG. 7 is a diagram of a structure of a filter of an equalizer,
according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 4C, 6, and 7, the decoding block 520
may include a plurality of filters 550 and a boost cursor 560.
In the present diagram, an operation process of the differ-
ence filter 300 described above is described in detail. Among
the plurality of filters 550, a difference filter receiving the
first data signal D, may include first and second logic gates
551 and 552. Each of the first logic gate 551 and the second
logic gate 552 may receive the second data signal D, which
is the reference output, and an inverted signal of the first data
signal D, corresponding to the difference filter, and may
perform a filtering operation on the first pre-cursor tap, that
is, the first data signal D, of the first latch circuit 511 closest
to the main tap among the pre-cursor taps. The first logic
gate 551 may output a signal for operating a driver including
a pMOS transistor to perform a pull up driving, based on a
P, signal, which is the first data signal D, of the first latch
circuit 511. The second logic gate 552 may output a signal
for operating a driver including an nMOS transistor to
perform a pull down driving, based on an N,,,, signal, which
is the first data signal Dy, of the first latch circuit 511. In other
words, only one driver among the driver including a pMOS
transistor and the driver including an nMOS transistor is in
the ON state. In a similar manner, a third logic gate 553 may
output a P, signal operating a driver including a pMOS
transistor for a pull up driving, based on the third data signal
D, of a first post cursor tap adjacent to the main tap, which
is the third latch circuit 513. A fourth logic gate 554 may also



US 12,119,963 B2

13
output an N,,, signal for operating a driver including an
nMOS transistor to perform a pull down driving, based on
the third data signal D, of the third latch circuit 513.

In some embodiments, fifth and sixth logic gates 555 and
556 may output a signal P,,,,, for operating a driver includ-
ing a pMOS transistor to perform a pull up driving, based on
the fourth data signal D, of the fourth latch circuit 514
second adjacent to the main tap among the post-cursor taps.
Seventh and eighth logic gates 557 and 558 may output the
signal N, for operating a driver including an nMOS
transistor to perform a pull down driving, based on the
fourth data signal D; of the fourth latch circuit 514. In this
case, for example, a sign of the coefficient ‘a’ corresponding
to the fourth latch circuit 514 may vary according to
characteristics or the like of a channel. Accordingly, as
illustrated so that a user may adjust a filter in response to a
sign change of the coefficient ‘a’ corresponding to the fourth
latch circuit 514, the fifth and sixth logic gates 555 and 556
and the seventh and eighth logic gates 557 and 558 may be
configured. In this manner, a filter which may operate as
both a difference filter or an average filter may be configured
according to a sign change of a coefficient. In other words,
to have compatibility with respect to various factors, such as
channel characteristics, a filter having this type of structure
may be configured.

However, structures of logic gates included in each of the
plurality of filters 550 is not limited thereto. For example,
each of the filters corresponding to the first pre-cursor tap
and/or a first post-cursor tap may also have the same
structure as a filter corresponding to a second post-cursor tap
for compatibility. In other words, the structure of the plu-
rality of filters 550 corresponding to each of the plurality of
taps except the main tap may be implemented in various
aspects, without being limited to the embodiment for out-
putting one or more signals to determine whether the plu-
rality of drivers are operating.

The boost cursor 560 may include ninth and tenth logic
gates 561 and 562. The boost cursor 560 may output signals
P, and/or N, ,, which are signals operating the boost driver
of'the summing driver 530, by using the ninth and tenth logic
gates 561 and 562 as illustrated, to prevent a non-linear
phenomenon that occurs when the second output signal
D_OUT1 of the summing driver 530 approaches the supply
voltage or ground voltage. For example, when the second
output signal D_OUT1 to be transmitted approaches the
supply voltage, the intensity of the pull up driving of a driver
may decrease due to the reduced drain voltage. In this case,
the voltage of the second output signal D_OUT1 to be
transmitted may be raised to an appropriate level by oper-
ating the boost driver of the summing driver 530 by using a
signal P, . The boost cursor 560 may, for example, output
a signal when a driver corresponding to the pre-cursor tap
and a driver corresponding to the post-cursor tap are simul-
taneously operating.

FIG. 8 is a diagram of a structure of a calculator of an
equalizer, according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 6 through 8, the summing driver 530
may include a pull up circuit 570 and a pull down circuit
580. The pull up circuit 570 may include a plurality of
drivers I, 1,5, 571, 572, and 573 to raise the voltage of the
output of the plurality of filters included in the decoding
block 520 to an appropriate level or to increase the current
intensity thereof to an appropriate intensity. The plurality of
drivers Iy, 1,5, 571, 572, and 573 may perform a driving
operation based on an operation of a pMOS transistor. The
plurality of drivers I, I 571, 572, and 573 may include
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voltage and weak drivers 15 and 1, for adjustment by
using a current. For example, a coeflicient a, corresponding
to the output of the second latch circuit 512, which is the
main cursor tap, may be significantly less than a coefficient
a, corresponding to the output of the first latch circuit 511,
which is the first pre-cursor tap or a coefficient a, corre-
sponding to the output of the third latch circuit 513, which
is the first post-cursor tap. Accordingly, a first weak driver
I, which is driven by using a current for more accurately
finely adjusting an output with respect to the main-cursor tap
may be included. As described above, the first data signal
D,, which is the reference output, may be transmitted to the
summing driver 530 as illustrated without passing through a
filter and may determine whether the first weak driver I, is
operating. Similarly, a coefficient a; corresponding to the
output of the fourth latch circuit 514, which is the second
post-cursor tap, may be significantly less than the coefficient
a, or a,, and accordingly, may include a second weak driver
L, s> Tor an accurate output control. As described above with
reference to FIG. 7, the operation of the second weak driver
L, may be determined based on the signal P, trans-
mitted from the decoding block 520.

The first and second strong drivers 571 and 572 may, as
drivers corresponding to the first pre-cursor tap and the first
post-cursor tap, that is, the first latch circuit 511 and the third
latch circuit 513, respectively, perform a pull up driving
operation based on filtered data. Whether to operate each of
the first and second strong drivers 571 and 572 may be
determined based on the signals P,,, and P, transmitted
from the decoding block 520. Whether to operate the third
strong driver 573, as a driver corresponding to the boost
cursor 560, may be determined, based on the signal P,
which is an output of a ninth logic gate 561 for preventing
a non-linear phenomenon of the second output signal
D_OUT1 to be transmitted as described above.

The feed forward equalizer 500 may determine whether
each driver is driving by using the process described above,
and as described above, may receive from outside a second
coeflicient signal Signal_a including information about the
coefficient ‘a’, and may adjust the degree of the driving
strength of operating drivers among the plurality of drivers
Lys Losis 571, 572, and 573.

In some embodiments, the pull down circuit 580 may
include a plurality of drivers I, 1., 581, 582, and 583 to
lower the voltage of the output of the plurality of filters
included in the decoding block 520 to an appropriate level
or to lower the current intensity to an appropriate intensity.
The plurality of drivers Iy, L., 581, 582, and 583 may
perform a driving operation based on an operation of an
nMOS transistor. The plurality of drivers Iy, 1., 581,
582, and 583 may include strong drivers 581, 582, and 583
for adjustment by using a voltage and weak drivers 1, and
L, s for adjustment by using a current. Whether a third
weak driver I, is operating may be determined by using the
second data signal D, of the second latch circuit 512, which
is the main-cursor tap, as described above. Whether each of
the plurality of drivers 1,5, 581, 582, and 583 is operating
may be determined based on the signals N, 5, P, Pposs
and P, ,, which are the outputs of the decoding block 520.
Detailed descriptions of the operation process given above
are omitted.

As described above with reference to FIG. 7, a plurality
of filters may output a signal for determining whether the
second output signal D_OUT1 is driven by the pull up
circuit 570 or the pull down circuit 580. In other words,
because the filter determines whether the second output
signal D_OUTT1 is driven by the pull up circuit 570, which
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is pMOS ftransistor-operated, or the pull down circuit 580,
which is nMOS transistor-operated, only one of the drivers
of the pull up circuit 570 and the pull down circuit 580 may
be operating with respect to each tap.

As a result, because the feed forward equalizer 500 may
operate based on a driver including a pull up circuit and a
pull down circuit, an additional area and parasitic capaci-
tance due to resistance for linearity and impedance matching
in driving operations may be reduced. Accordingly, the area
of the transmitter may be reduced and power efficiency may
be increased.

Also, because the feed forward equalizer 500 operates by
using only a summing operation without a subtraction
operation as described above, when the subtraction opera-
tion occurs, the effects of the power supply noise, mismatch
between transistors, and the influence of PVT variation,
which are caused by a simultaneous ON state of a pMOS
transistor and an nMOS ftransistor, may be reduced, and
accordingly, accurate and precise outputs may be obtained.
In addition, because the feed forward equalizer 500 operates
without a subtraction operation, a current leakage may be
reduced and a current leakage may also be reduced. Fur-
thermore, because the robustness to the coefficient error of
the equalizer may be increased for the output of the filter, the
signal distortion due to the coefficient error may be reduced.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of an operation process of an
equalizer, according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 6 through 9, the feed forward
equalizers 200 and 500 may receive, from outside, data
signals to be transmitted (S11). The feed forward equalizers
200 and 500 may allow each of the plurality of delay circuits
to output a signal by using the plurality of delay circuits (or
latch circuits) connected to each other in series with respect
to the received data signal (S12). One of the outputs of the
plurality of delay circuits (that is, a tap signal) may be
defined as a reference signal, and a delay circuit correspond-
ing to the reference signal may be defined as the main tap.
For example, as expressed in Formulas 7 and 8, a tap in
which a magnitude ratio of the coefficient w corresponding
thereto is greater than about 0.5 may become the main tap.
Because a corresponding decoder (or a filter) is arranged in
each of the taps except for the main tap, when the tap signal
of each delay circuit is not a main tap signal, a decoding
operation may be performed by using the decoder (S13 and
S15). When the decoding operation is completed, a decoding
circuit may transmit an output to a calculator (S16). On the
other hand, the reference signal, which is a signal of the
main tap, may be transmitted to the calculator without
passing through a filter (S14).

As described above, the calculator may determine
whether each of a plurality of drivers is operating, based on
the outputs of the plurality of decoders of the decoding
circuit and the reference signal (S17). When a transistor of
each driver is operating in the ON state, the calculator may
adjust an intensity level of driving, based on the reference
signal and a coeflicient corresponding to each of the plurality
of decoders (S18).

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a structure of a feed forward
equalizer 600, according to another embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 10, the feed forward equalizer 600 may
include a plurality of delay circuits 610 and 620 receiving a
plurality of pieces of data in parallel. The feed forward
equalizer 600 may include decoding blocks 630 and 640 for
decoding delayed data, and because two pieces of data are
processed in parallel, the feed forward equalizer 600 may
include a first multiplexer 650 and a second multiplexer 660
so that pieces of data are selected and output to a summing
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driver 670. In the present drawing, duplicate descriptions
given above with reference to FIG. 6 are omitted.

In some embodiments, each of the fifth delay circuit 610
and the sixth delay circuit 620 may receive a first data signal
Dodd and a second data signal Deven in parallel. The fifth
delay circuit 610 may include a plurality of latch circuits
611, 612, 613, and 614, and each of the plurality of latch
circuits 611, 612, 613, and 614 may delay received data and
respectively output each of a plurality of data signals D,
D,,, D,,, and D_;. Similarly, the sixth delay circuit 620 may
also output each of a plurality of data signals D_,, D,,, D_,,
and D,_; by using the plurality of latch circuits. In the present
drawing, because four latch circuits are used, each of the
outputs of the fifth delay circuit 610 and the sixth delay
circuit 620 may be 4 bits. However, the embodiment is not
limited thereto. In other words, the number of latch circuits
included in each delay circuit may vary, and accordingly, the
number of bits of data to be output may vary.

The decoding blocks 630 and 640 may receive the outputs
of the fifth delay circuit 610 and the sixth delay circuit 620
and may perform a decoding operation (or a filtering opera-
tion) as described below. Because a 4-bit signal is received
for each of the first data signal Dodd and the second data
signal Deven, the outputs of the decoding blocks 630 and
640 may have an 8-bit output for each of the first and second
data signals Dodd and Deven.

The first multiplexer 650 may directly receive main tap
signals, to which a decoding process has not been applied.
For example, when the main tap signal of the fifth delay
circuit 610 is D, and the main tap signal of the sixth delay
circuit 620 is D,,, as described above. Because the main tap
signals D, and D,, are transmitted to the summing driver
670 without the decoding process, the first multiplexer 650
may receive the main tap signals D, and D,; and output
each of the main tap signals D, and D,,. Each of the main
tap signals D, and D, may be transmitted to the summing
driver 670, and it may be determined whether a weak driver
corresponding to the main tap is operating. The second
multiplexer 660 may receive outputs of the decoding blocks
630 and 640, to which the decoding process has been
applied. As described above, because the outputs of the
decoding blocks 630 and 640 for each of the first data signal
Dodd and the second data signal Deven are signals deter-
mining whether the plurality of drivers of the summing
driver 670 are operating, the second multiplexer 660 may
transmit the decoding results for the first data signal Dodd
and the second data signal Deven to the summing driver 670.
For example, when an equalization operation on the first
data signal Dodd is to be performed, the first multiplexer 650
may select D, and transmit D, to the summing driver 670
and the second multiplexer 660 may select the outputs of the
decoding blocks 630 and 640 with respect to the first data
signal Dodd and transmit the selected outputs to the sum-
ming driver 670. The summing driver 670 may perform a
driving operation on a third output signal D_OUT?2 based on
the signals received from the first multiplexer 650 and the
second multiplexer 660.

In this manner, a faster high-speed /O interface may be
provided by processing a plurality of pieces of data in
parallel.

FIG. 11 is a diagram of a structure of a filter of an
equalizer, according to another embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 6, 10, and 11, a first decoding block
700 of the feed forward equalizer 600 may include decoding
blocks 630 and 640. The first decoding block 700 may
include a plurality of filters 710 and a boost cursor 720. In
the present diagram, an operation process of the difference
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filter 300 with respect to the first data signal Dodd is
described. The difference filter (or decoder) receiving the
data signal D_, may include an eleventh logic gate 711 and
a twelfth logic gate 712. Each of the eleventh logic gate 711
and the twelfth logic gate 712 may perform a decoding
operation (or filter operation) by receiving a main tap signal,
D,,;, and an inverted signal of D_,, a signal corresponding
to a pre-cursor tap among tap signals of the second data
signal (D,,_,,). In this manner, the eleventh logic gate 711
may output a signal P, for operating a driver including a
pMOS transistor for a pull-up driving based on the data
signal D_,. In this manner, the twelfth logic gate 712 may
output a signal N, for operating a driver including an
nMOS transistor for a pull-down driving based on the data
signal D,,. As described above, by using the signals P,
and N, only one of the drivers including the pMOS
transistors and the drivers including the nMOS transistors
may be controlled to be in the ON state. In the same manner,
as described above with reference to FIG. 7, the plurality of
filters may output signals (Pg,.5n Noposs Poposs and
Ngpose)s Which determine whether a plurality of drivers (for
example, strong drivers and/or weak drivers) of the sum-
ming driver 670 are operating by using a plurality of logic
gates 713, 714, 715, 716, 717, and 718.

The boost cursor 720 may include a thirteenth logic gate
721 and a fourteenth logic gate 722, and the boost cursor 720
may, by using the thirteenth and fourteenth logic gates 721
and 722, output signals P, , and/or N, , driving the boost
driver to prevent a non-linear phenomenon generated when
the third output signal D_OUT2 of the summing driver 670
approaches a supply voltage or a ground voltage.

As is traditional in the field, embodiments may be
described and illustrated in terms of blocks which carry out
a described function or functions. These blocks, which may
be referred to herein as units or modules or the like, are
physically implemented by analog and/or digital circuits
such as logic gates, integrated circuits, microprocessors,
microcontrollers, memory circuits, passive electronic com-
ponents, active electronic components, optical components,
hardwired circuits and the like, and may optionally be driven
by firmware and/or software. The circuits may, for example,
be embodied in one or more semiconductor chips, or on
substrate supports such as printed circuit boards and the like.
The circuits constituting a block may be implemented by
dedicated hardware, or by a processor (e.g., one or more
programmed microprocessors and associated circuitry), or
by a combination of dedicated hardware to perform some
functions of the block and a processor to perform other
functions of the block. Each block of the embodiments may
be physically separated into two or more interacting and
discrete blocks without departing from the scope of the
disclosure. Likewise, the blocks of the embodiments may be
physically combined into more complex blocks without
departing from the scope of the disclosure. An aspect of an
embodiment may be achieved through instructions stored
within a non-transitory storage medium and executed by a
processor.

While the disclosure has been particularly shown and
described with reference to embodiments thereof, it will be
understood that various changes in form and details may be
made therein without departing from the spirit and scope of
the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A feed forward equalizer comprising:

a plurality of delay circuits connected to each other in
series and configured to delay input signals, the plu-
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rality of delay circuits including a first delay circuit
configured to output a reference output;

a plurality of filters respectively corresponding to outputs
of the plurality of delay circuits except for the reference
output, which is an output of a first delay circuit, among
the plurality of delay circuits, and the input signals,
wherein each of the plurality of filters is configured to
receive an output of a delay circuit corresponding
thereto among the plurality of filters, and the reference
output; and

a calculator configured to sum the reference output and to
output of the plurality of filters.

2. The feed forward equalizer of claim 1, wherein:

the plurality of filters comprise at least one first filter and
at least one second filter,

the at least one first filter generates an output for operating
the calculator, when the output of the delay circuit
corresponding thereto is different from the reference
output, and

the at least one second filter generates an output for
operating the calculator, when the output of the delay
circuit corresponding thereto is identical to the refer-
ence output.

3. The feed forward equalizer of claim 2, wherein each of
the at least one first filter corresponds to a negative coeffi-
cient among coefficients corresponding to each of the out-
puts of the plurality of delay circuits.

4. The feed forward equalizer of claim 2, wherein each of
the at least one second filter corresponds to a positive
coeflicient among coeflicients corresponding to each of the
outputs of the plurality of delay circuits.

5. The feed forward equalizer of claim 2, wherein:

the calculator comprises a pull up circuit and a pull down
circuit, and

the pull up circuit and the pull down circuit are configured
to drive output signals based on the outputs of the
plurality of filters.

6. The feed forward equalizer of claim 5, wherein the at
least one first filter is configured to output one or more
signals for determining whether the pull up circuit and the
pull down circuit are operating, based on comparison of the
reference output with an output of the delay circuit corre-
sponding thereto.

7. The feed forward equalizer of claim 5, wherein the at
least one second filter is configured to output one or more
signals for determining whether the pull up circuit and the
pull down circuit are operating, based on determination of
whether the reference output is identical to an output of the
delay circuit corresponding thereto.

8. The feed forward equalizer of claim 5, wherein the
calculator is configured to receive a coeflicient signal from
outside and adjust driving intensity levels of the pull up
circuit and the pull down circuit based on the coeflicient
signal.

9. The feed forward equalizer of claim 8, wherein the
coeflicient signal is adjusted by external control.

10. The feed forward equalizer of claim 5, wherein each
of'the pull up circuit and the pull down circuit comprises one
or more strong drivers and one or more weak drivers.

11. The feed forward equalizer of claim 10, wherein the
reference output controls an operation of one weak driver
among the one or more weak drivers of the pull up circuit
and the pull down circuit.

12. The feed forward equalizer of claim 10, wherein each
of the pull up circuit and the pull down circuit further
comprises at least one boost driver.
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13. A feed forward equalizer comprising:

a delay circuit configured to receive input data, wherein
the delay circuit comprises a plurality of latch circuits
configured to output a plurality of tap signals by
sequentially delaying the input data;

a decoding circuit configured to receive output data of the
delay circuit, the decoding circuit comprising a plural-
ity of decoders configured to perform a decoding
operation corresponding to each of the plurality of tap
signals except for a reference tap signal, which is a tap
signal of a first latch circuit, each of the plurality of
decoders is configured to perform the decoding opera-
tion by receiving the reference tap signal and a tap
signal corresponding thereto among the plurality of
decoders; and

a calculator configured to sum outputs of the decoding
circuit.

14. The feed forward equalizer of claim 13, wherein:

the plurality of decoders comprise at least one first
decoder and at least one second decoder,

the at least one first decoder is configured to generate an
output for operating the calculator, when the tap signal
corresponding to each of the plurality of decoders is
different from the reference tap signal, and

the at least one second decoder is configured to generate
an output for operating the calculator, when the tap
signal corresponding to each of the plurality of decod-
ers is identical to the reference tap signal.

15. The feed forward equalizer of claim 14, wherein the
decoding operation is performed by the at least one first
decoder and the at least one second decoder, based on
comparison of the reference tap signal with the tap signal
corresponding thereto among the plurality of decoders.

16. The feed forward equalizer of claim 15, wherein the
calculator is configured to comprise a pull up circuit and a
pull down circuit and drive an output signal by controlling
operations of the pull up circuit and the pull down circuit,
based on the outputs of the decoding circuit according to the
decoding operation.

17. The feed forward equalizer of claim 14, wherein:

each of at least one first decoder corresponds to a negative
coeflicient among coefficients corresponding to each of
the outputs of the plurality of latch circuits, and
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each of the at least one second decoder corresponds to a
positive coefficient among coefficients corresponding
to each of the outputs of the plurality of latch circuits.

18. A feed forward equalizer comprising:

a first delay circuit and a second delay circuit configured
to receive a first input signal and a second input signal,
and delay the first input signal and the second input
signal by using a plurality of latch circuits, respec-
tively;

a first decoding circuit and a second decoding circuit
configured to generate a plurality of decoding signals
by decoding output signals of the first delay circuit and
the second delay circuit, respectively, each of the first
decoding circuit and the second decoding circuit com-
prising a plurality of decoders respectively correspond-
ing to the outputs of the plurality of latch circuits except
for first and second reference outputs for performing a
decoding operation;

a first multiplexer configured to receive the plurality of
decoding signals of the first and second decoding
circuits;

a second multiplexer configured to receive the first ref-
erence output, which is an output of a first latch circuit
of the first delay circuit, and the second reference
output, which is an output of a second latch circuit of
the second delay circuit; and

a summing driver configured to receive and sum outputs
of the first and second multiplexers.

19. The feed forward equalizer of claim 18, wherein:

the summing driver comprises a pull up circuit and a pull
down circuit, and

the pull up circuit and the pull down circuit drive output
signals based on the plurality of decoding signals and
are configured to drive an output signal by controlling
operations of the pull up circuit and the pull down
circuit, based on the outputs of the first multiplexer and
the second multiplexer.

20. The feed forward equalizer of claim 19, wherein the

summing driver is configured to receive a coefficient signal,
U and control driving intensity levels of the pull up circuit and
the pull down circuit based on the coefficient signal.
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